2025/10/17 07:44 1/1 estimating_the_cost_of 3d_prints

Users can estimate the cost of 3D prints made in the CNSI workshops by calculating the volume of
their part in cubic centimeters (cc) and then using these rules of thumb:

e FDM prints made on the Ultimaker printers: $1.50 per hour (internal), $6.00 per hour (external)
o PLA: ~$0.25 per cc
o ABS: ~$0.31 per cc
o CPE: ~$0.27 per cc
o Nylon: ~$0.34 per cc
o PVA Support Material: ~$0.35 per cc
FDM prints made on the Stratasys F270: $3.00 per hour (internal), $16.00 per hour (external)
o ABS/ASA: ~$0.26 per cc
o QSR Support Material: $0.31 per cc
e SLA prints made on the Formlabs printers: $3.00 per hour (internal), $9.00 per hour (external)
o Form-Black: $0.53 per cc
o Form-Clear: $0.53 per cc
Form-Draft: $0.53 per cc
Form-Durable: $0.59 per cc
Form-Flex: $0.65 per cc
Form-Rigid 10K: $0.67 per cc
o Form-Tough: $0.59 per cc
Polyjet prints made on the Objet 30 Pro: ~$0.35 per cc + $12.14 per hour
SLA prints made on the MiiCraft* printer: ~$1.14 per cc
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Note: the MiiCraft printer's small build envelope and high resolution is best suited to making
microfluidic molds

Ultimaker's Cura and Formlabs' PreForm are both free to download and will calculate the volume of
your part as well as increase your familiarity with the software.

Notice Recharge rates will be updated soon for 2023. Please review the proposed 2023 rates and
send any feedback to the lab manager.
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